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Estimated figures of renewable power generated in Japan (up to 2011). The percentage of renewables 

in Japan's total energy mix including large-scale hydro is about 10.5% (data by ISEP) 

 

The Institute for Sustainable Energy Policies (ISEP), a Japanese non-profit 

organization, released the "Renewables Japan Status Report 2013" in May 

2013. Responding to the dominance of fossil fuels and nuclear power in 

Japan's energy statistics and to lagging efforts to organize databases and 

statistics for renewables, since 2010 ISEP has been compiling published data 

and reporting on the conditions and trends surrounding the introduction of 

renewables in Japan in its annual "Renewables Japan Status Report." 
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The percentage of renewables in Japan's total energy mix, excluding large-

scale hydro, stands at approximately 3.8 percent. Solar power, which has 

been growing rapidly compared to other renewables, is estimated at only 

about 0.5 percent, but its accumulated introduction amount from 1990 to the 

end of 2012 exceeded seven million kilowatts. 

Historical data on the generation amounts provided by solar, wind, biomass 

and hydro organized by power plant or region has yet to be compiled. Among 

renewables, only data on geothermal is available on a level of annual 

generation, because the number of geothermal plants is still small. 

Japan urgently needs a new, more comprehensive system for organizing 

renewable energy statistics so that various parties can share the information 

and use it to gain wider public understanding. Although monthly records of 

facilities certified in Japan's new feed-in tariff system are published by 

prefecture, a complete list of certified facilities and actual records of 

purchased electric power need to be released. In addition, data on the heat 

utilization of solar thermal, biomass, and geothermal needs to be built, 

starting with the number and respective capacities of such facilities that exist 

and are being introduced. 

Source: http://www.japanfs.org/en/news/archives/news_id034173.html 


