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The New Energy and Industrial Technology Development Organization (NEDO) 

released on August 15, 2013, the results of its survey on the installation and 

removal of wind power generating facilities in Japan as of the end of fiscal 2012. 

NEDO conducts a survey at the end of March every year targeting all wind power 

facilities 10-kilowatt (kW) or greater that are connected to the grid. 

The total installed wind power capacity and the number of wind turbines installed 

in Japan reached 2,630,000 kW and 1,916 units, respectively, in 2012, ranking the 
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country 13th in the world in installed wind power capacity at 0.9% of the world 

total. The average capacity per unit is on the rise as well, implying that the size of 

wind turbines is growing. 

Looking at the survey results by prefecture, Aomori stands at the top in installed 

capacity, at 330,000 kW (13% of Japan's total), with 212 wind turbines (11%). 

Although Hokkaido heads the list of number of turbines installed, at 280 units, it 

ranks second in installed capacity, which suggests that Aomori has many wind 

power installations that have greater generating capacity. Kagoshima, Shizuoka, 

and Fukushima prefectures follow, both in capacity and in the number of units. 

Aomori has been increasing the number of installations in the Shimokita and 

Tsugaru peninsulas, taking advantage of their wind-rich locations. The prefectural 

government has formulated a "Strategy Roadmap for Energy Industry Promotion in 

2011," with the goal of introducing renewable energy to promote local industries, 

create jobs, and revitalize local communities.  

The roadmap estimates that installed wind power capacity will increase by 2020 to 

600,000 kW, which is nearly double the current capacity. The prefecture will 

promote technical training to encourage local companies to enter the maintenance 

business, as well as enhancement of loan programs through cooperation with local 

financial institutions. 
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