LAFAYETTE COMMUNITY RIGHTS
ACT TO PROHIBIT NEW OIL AND
GAS EXTRACTION

The final language for the Lafayette Community Rights Act, which will prohibit
new oil and gas extraction within the city, was approved today by the Lafayette
City government. This will officially launch the public effort initiated by East
Boulder County United to establish a Community Bill of Rights that includes our
rights to clean air and clean water, and our right to community self-determination.
We hold that the rights of people and communities are the highest governmental
authority, and that corporate interests are subordinate to the health, safety, and
sustainability of the Lafayette community. Starting the week of June 9th, East
Boulder County United and the people of Lafayette initiated a large-scale petition
drive to place the amendment onto the November ballot for the direct vote of the

Lafayette public. It is clear to us that an industrialization of this scale, forced onto
this community by State government acting on behalf of oil and gas corporations,
is far more dangerous to our public health, environmental sustainability, property
values, and democratic decision-making than any threats of State or industry
litigation. Hydraulic fracturing and its unpredictable threats to community health,
economic viability, and environmental sustainability are too severe, and oil and gas
profits are not worth more than human life.
East Boulder County United considers the future and safety of Lafayette part of the
new civil rights movement that has bloomed across Colorado and the United States
in response to corporate interests and the threats of the oil and gas industry. Like
other civil rights movements, we are forced to protect ourselves by confronting the
corporate laws that threaten the many for the gain of the few.
The Lafayette Community Rights Act will aim to protect our community members,
our city, and our environment, and help to stem the long tide of corporate abuses
and their real-life impacts to people and environment. This will begin the march
for a just, democratic, and sustainable future.
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