KARPEN'S PILE: PRODUCING ENERGY CONTINUOUSLY
SINCE 1950
A scientist can demonstrate that it is possible to tap the energy of space but we will not believe him
because what must not be can not be, in other words, what can not be explained by our scientific
world view must not be examined ... it cannot even be acknowledged to exist.
The following story is about just such a machine. It has been producing a constant if small energy
output since 1950 and still going. It has been kept in a museum in Romania for all these years,
waiting to be finally understood.
Karpen's Pile: A Battery That Produces Energy Continuously Since 1950 Exists in
Romanian Museum

The "Dimitrie Leonida" National Technical Museum from Romania hosts a weird kind of
battery. Built by Vasile Karpen, the pile has been working uninterrupted for 60 years. "I
admit it's also hard for me to advance the idea of an overunity generator without
sounding ridiculous, even if the object exists," says Nicolae Diaconescu, engineer and
director of the museum.
The invention cannot be exposed because the museum doesn't have enough money to buy the
security system necessary for such an exhibit.
Half a century ago, the pile's inventor had said it will work forever, and so far it looks like he was
right. Karpen's perpetual motion machine now sits secured right in the director's office. It has been
called "the uniform-temperature thermoelectric pile," and the first prototype has been built in the
1950s. Although it should have stopped working decades ago, it didn't.
The scientists can't explain how the contraption, patented in 1922, works. The fact that still puzzles
them is how a man of such a scientific stature such as Karpen's could have started building
something "that crazy."
The prototype has been assembled in 1950 and consists of two series-connected electric piles
moving a small galvanometric motor. The motor moves a blade that is connected to a switch. With
every half rotation, the blade opens the circuit and closes it at the the start of the second half. The

blade's rotation time had been calculated so that the piles have time to recharge and that they can
rebuild their polarity during the time that the circuit is open.
---
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The purpose of the motor and the blades was to show that the
piles actually generate electricity, but they're not needed anymore, since current technology allows
us to measure all the parameters and outline all of them in a more proper way.
A Romanian newspaper, ZIUA (The Day), went to the museum for an interview with director
Diaconescu. He took the system our of its secured shelf and allowed the specialists to measure its
output with a digital multimeter. This happened on Feb. 27, 2006, and the batteries had indicated
the same 1 Volt as back in 1950.
They had mentioned that "unlike the lessons they teach you in the 7th grade physics class, the
'Karpen's Pile' has one of its electrodes made of gold, the other of platinum, and the electrolyte (the
liquid that the two electrodes are immersed in), is high-purity sulfuric acid." Karpen's device could
be scaled up to harvest more power, adds Diaconescu.
Karpen's battery had been exhibited in several scientific conferences in Paris, Bucharest and
Bologna, Italy, where its construction had been explained widely. Researchers from the University of
Brasov and the Polytechnic University of Bucharest in Romania have even performed special studies
on the battery, but didn't pull a clear conclusion.
"The French showed themselves very interested by this patrimonial object in the 70s,
and wanted to take it. Our museum has been able to keep it, though. As time passed,
the fact that the battery doesn't stop producing energy is more and more clear, giving
birth to the legend of a perpetual motion machine."
Some scientists say the device works by transforming thermal energy into mechanical work, but
Diaconescu doesn't subscribe to this theory.

According to some who studied Karpen's theoretical work, the pile he invented defies the second
principle of thermodynamics (referring to the transformation of thermal energy into mechanical
work), and this makes it a second-degree perpetual motion machine. Others say it doesn't, being
merely a generalization to the law, and an application of zero point energy.
If Karpen was right, and the principle is 100% correct, it would revolutionize all of the physics
theories from the bottom up, with hard to imagine consequences. Though I guess this isn't going to
happen very soon, the museum still needs proper private funding to acquire the necessary security
equipment required by the police to exhibit the device.
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