
LOSE PROPOSITION': FOREST 

SERVICE ENDANGERS COLORADO 

WOODS WITH COAL MINE 

LOOPHOLE 

 

"THIS is Obama's new climate initiative?" asks Earthjustice attorney. "Bulldozing 

Colorado roadless forest for 350 million tons of dirty coal." 

 

Flagging tape identifies the location of a proposed coal exploration drilling pad. The forest 

visible in the photo would be bulldozed flat. (Photo: Ted Zukoski / Earthjustice) 

Thousands of acres of publicly-owned, roadless Colorado forests face renewed 

threat on Monday after the U.S. Forest Service moved to reinstate a loophole that 

allows major coal companies to bulldoze over protected lands, paving the way for 

coal mine expansion and increased carbon emissions of the 'dirtiest' variety. 



"The coal mine loophole is a lose-lose-lose proposition: it’s bad for wildlife, bad 

for hikers and hunters who enjoy Colorado’s wild forests, and it’s bad for our 

climate," said Ted Zukoski, an attorney with the group Earthjustice, which is 

among the local and national conservation groups sounding the alarm over the rule 

change. 

Known as the North Fork Coal Mining Area exception of the Colorado Roadless 

Rule, the loophole was rejected last year by the U.S. District Court of Colorado, 

which ruled that the Forest Service's approval of Arch Coal's Environmental 

Impact Statement failed to consider the climate change impacts of expanding coal 

mining and burning. The court’s ruling left the door open for the Forest Service to 

revive the loophole if the agency undertook a new analysis. 

According to a Forest Service memo (pdf), the proposed exception would allow for 

"temporary road construction for coal exploration and/or coal-related surface 

activities in a 19,100-acre area." Environmentalists warn that the change will give 

Arch Coal and other mining companies access to as much as 350 million tons of 

federal coal, which could result in more than half a billion tons of carbon pollution 

from mining and burning the coal. 

http://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2015/04/06/forest-service-moves-permit-bulldozing-colorado-roadless-forest-dirty-coal
http://earthjustice.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2015-07886.pdf


Among the lands threatened by the proposal is the Sunset Roadless Area, which 

includes lush aspen and spruce-fir forests and abuts the federally-recognized West 

Elk Wilderness. 

The announcement comes less than a week after President Barack 

Obama unveiled his national blueprint for reducing carbon emissions, a detail that 

advocates refused to overlook. Coal fired power plants are said to be the greatest 

source of man-made carbon emissions. 

"This plan shows the dangerous disconnect between Obama’s climate rhetoric and 

his plans to open more public land to the fossil fuel industry," said Taylor 

McKinnon of the Center for Biological Diversity. "This coal can’t be burned if 

we’re going to keep our planet livable. The president should withdraw this 

proposal now." 

And Zukoski, who is representing the conservation groups in court, wrote on 

Twitter: "THIS is Obama's new climate initiative? Bulldozing Colorado roadless 

forest for 350 mln tons of dirty coal." 

 

 

Source: http://www.commondreams.org/news/2015/04/06/lose-lose-lose-

proposition-forest-service-endangers-colorado-woods-coal-mine 

http://www.commondreams.org/news/2015/03/31/us-climate-plan-treats-wound-does-not-stop-bleeding
http://www.biologicaldiversity.org/
https://twitter.com/TedZukoski/status/585111530020196353

