LET THE SUN SHINE IN
Why would the ALEC network of state-level lobbyists want to
make solar energy cost-prohibitive for homeowners and
businesses?

Now the Koch brothers are coming after my solar panels.
I had solar panels installed on the roof of our Washington, D.C. home this year. My
household took advantage of a generous tax incentive from the District government and a
creative leasing deal offered by the solar panel seller.
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Our electric bills fell by at least a third. When people make this choice, the regional electric
company grows less pressured to spend money to expand generating capacity and the
installation business creates good local jobs. Customers who use solar energy also reduce
carbon emissions.
What’s not to love?
According to the American Legislative Exchange Council, a conservative network better
known as ALEC, our solar panels make us “free riders.” What?
Yes, according to ALEC, an organization that specializes in getting the right-wing agenda
written into state laws, people like me who invest in energy-efficiency and shrinking our
carbon footprints ought to be penalized.

Why does ALEC want us punished? Since it’s bankrolled by, among others, the billionaire
brothers Charles and David Koch, it’s hard not to surmise that they’re worried about a threat
to fossil fuels businesses. Koch Industries’ operations include refineries, oil and natural gas
pipelines, and petrochemicals
That’s no conspiracy theory. Recently the British newspaper The Guardian wrote aboutthe
assault on solar panels as part of a broader exposé on ALEC.
John Eick, the legislative analyst for ALEC’s energy, environment and agriculture program,
confirmed to The Guardian that the organization would support making solar panel users
pay extra for the electricity they generate. That’s already about to happen in Arizona, where
homeowners who use solar panels will pay an average of about $5 extra a month for the
privilege, starting in January.
The solar power industry called the new rule a victory only because power companies in the
state were demanding assessments of as much as $100 a month — more than high enough
to deter families from considering switching to solar.
Making solar energy cost-prohibitive for homeowners and businesses is part of a larger
ALEC objective, affirmed at its recent annual meeting, to continue its effort to eliminate state
renewable energy mandates.
According to meeting minutes, ALEC has already succeeded in getting legislation
introduced in 15 states to “reform, freeze, or repeal their state’s renewable mandate.” ALEC
lobbyists are pushing policies through states that will speed up climate change and increase
pollution. They’re threatening the renewable energy industry, which is already creating new
jobs and saving money for homeowners and businesses.
Without the current policy paralysis in Washington and a lack of bold, creative thinking
about how to build a new, green economy at the national level, they wouldn’t be making so
much headway.
My organization, Institute for America’s Future — together with the Center for American
Progress and the BlueGreen Alliance — recently published a report that shows what’s at
stake with ALEC’s destructive agenda.
Our “green industrial revolution” report recommends tying together a series of regional
solutions that take advantage of the unique assets of each part of the country, such as the
abundance of sun in the West and the wind off the Atlantic coast, into a cohesive whole.

These regional strategies would be supported by smart federal policies, such as
establishing a price for carbon emissions and a national clean energy standard, creating
certainty and stability in the alternative energy tax credit market, and providing strong
support for advanced energy manufacturing.
This is the way to unleash the kind of innovation and job creation our economy — and our
rapidly warming planet — desperately needs.
My solar panels are the envy of my block and I wish more of my neighbors will be able to
make the same choice I did. But they won’t if fossil-fuel dinosaurs like the Koch brothers
and right-wing organizations like the American Legislative Exchange Council keep casting
their dark clouds on efforts to build a clean energy future.
It’s time for them to step aside and let the sun shine in.
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