
 

        CALL FOR PAPERS 
2nd Africa Radio Comms Conference  

25th, 26th & 27th November 2014  
Johannesburg, South Africa  

 
Are you a professional working with radio communications in utilities, transport, mining and public 
safety? We are looking for speakers to present at the upcoming conference with the aim of promoting 
best practice in this area. Initially, we will require a 100 word abstract outlining areas of topical interest. 
A full technical paper will then be presented at the conference in November. 
  
Due to the success of the inaugural Africa Radio Comms Conference, IDC Technologies has decided to 
schedule this important industry conference as an annual event. The conference has been designed to 
chart the future for mobile and radio technology in Africa, and will therefore attract a range of delegates 
including users, dealers and radio industry professionals. Attendees will discover how mobile radio is 
used in utilities, transport, mining and public safety, and how digital technology is shaping the future of 
radio communications. The sector is wide, encompassing training and education, networks and 
infrastructure, spectrum planning, digital radio and LTE – all of which will be covered. 
 
During this time of accelerated technological change, and with a range of complex challenges facing 
industry, the conference will offer both delegates and presenters the opportunity to share their 
knowledge and increase their understanding in this area to become better prepared for the future. 
Exposure to this breadth of coverage on the current critical topics in radio communications can only be 
gained by presenting at, or attending this event. Attendees will leave better informed and with clarity on 
the choices available when installing, upgrading or researching a radio system for their organisation and 
users. 
 
More than sixteen papers will be presented throughout the two day event, with the added bonus of two 
pre-conference workshops on 25th November. Case studies and technology focused sessions will be 
offered by both local and international experts. Delegates will have the opportunity to join peers in a 
vigorous and positive exchange of views, build career and public profile, and make a contribution to this 
ultra-competitive and thriving market segment. 
 
IDC Conferences aim to facilitate the presentation of practical applications and solutions to showcase 
technological skills through the use of practical case studies, applications and the newest developments 
in a focus area. We do not wish to provide speakers a platform from which to “sell” their products. 
However, sponsorship opportunities are available; please contact conferences@idc-online.com for more 
information. 

mailto:conferences@idc-online.com


 

Keynote Speakers 
 
Peter Lange, Senior Analyst Africa, BuddeComm 

 
Peter Lange has over 20 years experience in various sectors of the telecommunications industry 
worldwide. He has worked with network operators and service providers, governments and industry 
regulators, technology vendors, new start-ups, law firms and financial institutions. Equipped with a 
degree in telecommunications engineering from Germany, he has broadened his scope to include 
business modelling and strategic planning, project and product management, market research, analysis 
and forecasting.  
 
Peter has been involved in the planning and implementation of telecommunications networks and 
services in many different markets across all six continents. Typical assignments include wireless/mobile 
network design and rollout planning, product evaluation and selection, specialised research and 
analysis, development of strategic and business plans, licence bid support, company restructuring and 
due diligence. As part of his work, Peter has developed various training programs and trained staff of 
telecom companies worldwide. 
 
Dr André Fourie, Chief Executive Officer, Poynting Holdings Ltd 

 
André graduated with a B.Sc. Eng. (Elec) in 1985 and received a Ph.D. in 1991 from Wits University. 
André was appointed as Research Officer in 1986 at Wits and became Assistant Professor in 2001. He 
resigned from academia in 2005 after lecturing the final year antenna course for eighteen years. Andre 
was author and co-author of around 50 academic papers and 4 books on antennas and computational 
EM. 
 

Suggested Topics 
 
Antennas & Propagation  
To work different propagation conditions and frequencies the following need to be considered; single-
wire and complex beam arrays, multiband, yagis and parabolic dishes. 
(Arrays, Beam, Calibrators, Cluster, Dipole, Dish, GPS, HF, Loop frame, Multiband, Spectrum, Tilt, 
Tracking, UHF, VHF, Yagi). 



 

Business  
Two-way radio plays a crucial part in a range of business activities; from major contracts to company 
mergers, industry forecasts and as a vital tool for new distributors. 
 (Associations, organisations, research & development, Awards, Catalogues & publications, Company 
details: mergers, acquisitions, distributors, Events, Funding, Legal issues, Market analysis, People, 
Regulations, Training & certification).  
 
Components  
Many components are now incorporated into Integrated Circuits. Crystals, diodes, capacitors, resistors, 
LEDs and filters, however, are all widely added to equipment discretely. 
(Amplifiers, Attenuators, Bridges, Capacitors, Converters, Couplers, Crystals, Diodes, Displays, 
Headphones, Indicators, Inductors, Microphones, Modems, Modules, Multipliers, Oscillators, 
Processors, Resistors, RF devices, Routers, Scanners, Sensors, Speakers, Splitters, Switches, 
Transformers).  
 
Connectors & Cables  
Plugs (including specialised transmission line connectors) are an integral part of any radio system, as are 
balanced cables and coax with their own plugs. 
(Balanced cables, Cable joiners, Cable ties, Coax, Fibre, Jacks, Leaky cables, Plugs & sockets, 
Transmission lines, UHF/VHF).  
 
GPS & Satellite  
Incorporated into communications and global positioning (and navigation) are parabolic dishes and 
simple antennas with low noise amplifiers. Vehicle and asset tracking, with mobile equipment, is a 
growth area.  
(Emergency use, GPRS, GSM, Navigation, Positioners, Receivers, Telemetry, Vehicle tracking). 
 
Hardware  
The safe operation of equipment has been facilitated by enclosures. These also help mask the look of 
unsightly equipment. Since lead was banned as a constituent of solder, soldering technology, from irons 
to stations, has undergone change. 
(Enclosures, General tools, PCBs, Soldering equipment, Specialised tools).  
 
Networks & Systems  
Both digital and analog repeaters are used to provide coverage in radio networks. They are often part of 
an extensive system covering a very wide area. 
 (Digital, Ethernet, HF, Platform, Repeaters, Telemetry, UHF, VHF, Wi-Fi, WiMAX).  
 
Power Supplies  
Mains power, which is switchmode, super-regulated or a dual AC/DC system, can be replaced by 
batteries of lithium-ion, cadmium, metal hydride or lead acid. 
(AC/DC, Analysers, Batteries, Chargers, Solar). 
 
Protection  
Modern circuits need protecting. Transient voltages, component failures, surges and man-made 
electrical noise are most often responsible. 



 

(Earth systems, EMC control, EMI control, Filters, Fuses, Lightning, Shielding, Static control, Thermal 
devices).  
 
Radios  
Trunking is just one example of a specialised feature found in handheld two-way radios (the most widely 
used communications device). 
 (Base stations, Emergency, Ethernet, Marine, Microwave, Radar, Receivers, Spread spectrum, Systems, 
Transceivers, Transmitters, Trunked, Two-way). 
 
RFID  
Many goods today have radio tags attached to them, allowing for the coding of information. This is a 
very dynamic area of growth which is becoming increasingly complex with a broader operating range. 
(Readers, Software, Systems, Tags). 
 
Software  
With the shift from analog to digital, programmable devices are becoming more commonplace in radio 
operations, particularly in test equipment and in the latest handhelds. 
(Radio control, RF, System development, Test equipment).  
 
Test & Measure  
A range of essential tools are emerging for maintaining clear and interference-free signals and for fault 
tracing. These include oscilloscopes and digital multimeters. (DMMs, Error rate testers, Fibre testers, 
Function generators, LCR meters, Logic analysers, Scopes, Signal analysers, Signal generators, Signal 
strength meters, Simulators, Spectrum analysers, Test sets, VSWR meters, Waveform generators). 
 
All submissions are welcome 

What is required? 
 
- A 100 word topic abstract and title, which outlines the topic/proposed presentation. This needs to 

be submitted electronically as soon as possible, to secure a spot in the Program.  
 

- For approved topics, a technical paper and PowerPoint slides will be due six weeks prior to the 
event.  

 
- Speaking slots are allocated on topic suitability and on a first come first served basis, so please register 

your interest today. 
 
For more information on this event, or to submit your topic abstract please contact Conference 
Coordinator Namukale Nakazwe: namukale.nakazwe@idc-online.com    

 

Proudly Sponsored by: 
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